
Question 1: In no more than 500 words please outline key outcomes of your project 

The Selby District Children’s Reading Festival had two key outcomes.  These were 
the promotion of literacy and books to children and their families who would not 
otherwise have had access to an event like this, and also the promotion of the town 
and community cohesion.   

All school children in the Western CEF area were invited to attend the family day of 
the festival on the Saturday.  This is nearly 1200 children.  In addition each year two 
child in the Western CEF area received a token for a free book, which could be 
redeemed at the event.  There were a series of read aloud sessions with authors 
who covered all primary school age ranges, as well as book signings and other 
activities.  In addition to reading aloud, the authors also answered questions.  The 
children who were unable to attend with their family on the Saturday received their 
book at school.   

The impact of this event on the children and their families is hard to measure 
quantitatively, but the feedback from parents has been extremely positive and there 
have been calls for another event next year.  The aim of the event was to get the 
books directly to the children and to give them an opportunity to experience a 
reading-centred event that they would not otherwise have had.  In total over 3500 
children attended across the three days of the event.  The event reached children 
both from deprived areas and those that are more affluent, promoting equal 
opportunities for all.  This will have a positive impact on the children 

In addition to the families from the Western CEF area that attended on the Saturday, 
those from communities in the town and other areas outside the town, as well as 
further afield attended ensuring that the event brought the whole of Selby District 
community together furthering community cohesion.  The event brought people into 
the Abbey and the town in general thus having a positive impact on the town on that 
day in particular. 

Question 2: No more than 500 words: Demonstrate how project has met community 
development plan objectives that were identified in original application for funding 

Photos from the day are the most striking demonstration of how the project has met 
the objectives of providing activities for young people and the community and also 
promoting the work of the CEF within their specific area of the district.   

The event provided over 200 children who live within the Western CEF area with free 
books of their own to keep and treasure at home.  Each book was signed by the 
author and they got to meet that author through the read aloud sessions.  It was 
important that the books made it to individual children to maximise the impact and 
did not just end up in school libraries.  The event was an opportunity for all 
regardless of background.  Children’s horizons were expanded by meeting the 
authors and being able to ask them questions.  The sessions were fun and engaging 
to ensure children saw books as a fun thing to own.  The children were also 
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encouraged to visit their local library and it is hoped that the event would promote 
conversations in the home about books and reading.  Whole families were given a 
positive learning focus through the event. 

The family day was well attended throughout and brought in people from both inside 
and outside the town.  The event helped to not only promote literacy, but the work of 
organisations based in the district such as the Selby Soroptimists, and businesses 
within the area.  It presented a positive image of the district to its community and 
showed that people within the district care about its children and their future. 

Question 3: no more the 250 words: Please give any additional benefits or objectives 
that the project has met that were not anticipated in original application for funding. 

With regard to the family day, a major risk to the project was possible poor 
attendance.  Numbers on the day exceeded expectation and the positive benefits of 
this for all those who attended cannot be underestimated, meaning that many 
families were reached by this project.  Some come from smaller villages and 
communities who would not otherwise have access to such an event. 

 

Question 4: Any other comments 

 

Tim Jolly – Staynor Hall School 
 
I  would just like to say how much the children enjoyed coming along to the Abbey. It 
was very well organised and they gained a lot from the visit. 
 

Naomi Smales – Selby Community Primary 

Staff were so positive about the whole event and thought the organisation was 
superb.  They said how they arrived and went straight to the designated area and 
their reading event/story took place straight away and the authors were really great 
and our Y5/6 children were amazed at the editing process that takes place and now 
feel not so hard done by when we ask them to edit their work - we definnitely don't 
ask for it to take a year!  

 

Burton Salmon Primary School – Adam Blackwood 

I know you asked for a few words of reflection on the reading festival and I would say 
it was a fantastic event, enjoyed by all of our pupils. The pitch of each author was 
perfect for the age group in question and the opportunity to spend time with such 
enthusiastic and passionate individuals had a huge impact upon our children. I only 



hope that it can become an annual event and help to inspire today's young readers 
to become tomorrow's great authors ! 

 
Barlby Bridge Primary School  - Wendy Hockley 
 
What a wonderful festival! All of the school were able to attend and experience 
meeting an author. This really made the children excited about reading and writing! I 
think that we now have some potential authors!! The event was very well organised 
and all of the children were talking about it afterwards. Thank you! 
 

	



	
	

	

Selby	award	winner	opens	the	Abbey	doors	to	3000	for	MONSTER	MAKING,	RAPPING,	
INSPIRATION	and	FUN.	

Star People ‘Do it’ award winner Christina Gabbitas welcomed over 3000 people to Selby’s 
first 3- day children’s reading festival held in the historic Abbey. Christina was joined by four 
other authors, poets, illustrators and rappers who shared their enthusiasm for introducing 
children to an array of ways to be excited about the written, spoken and drawn words 
captivating an audience of over 2000  4 to 9 year olds from 16 schools across the district.  A 
Saturday family day completed the festival giving everyone a chance to attend – over a 1000 
local people enjoyed participating in the Saturday activities.  

Christina is acutely aware of the poor literary levels across her local area and wanted to do 
something to inspire children at the same time injecting fun and energy to learning outside 
the classroom. She also had a bee in her bonnet about the lack of dedicated children’s 
reading festivals. Christina, an author herself, visits lots of festivals and say’s “Children are 
usually a ‘bolt on’ to adult literary festivals with the word ‘literary’ putting a lot of people off 
before they even get through the door’. Believing these are real barriers to releasing 
children’s imagination and fulfilling their potential Christina set about connecting with local 
people to gauge the interest.  

All schools were fully on board – indeed excited at the prospect as well as a fabulous 
creative learning experience the event will look favourable for each school’s Ofsted 
inspection and hopefully boost results. The Abbey Clergy see The Abbey is not just a 
building it is a living and vibrant part of the local community and were proactive in welcoming 
the children’s festival. The local soroptimist group were more than eager to help over the 3 
days since their mission this year is children’s education and finally Tesco not only offered 
free fruit for each child but also 2 staff members for 2 days to distribute it. Thus 
demonstrating Christina galvanised great cross sector synergy. 

The 3-day event day started with an ever-growing que of excited children and teachers. Five 
distinct zones within the abbey saw monsters imaginatively created, a four-year-old being 
coached to draw a brilliant illustration of the 3 little pigs to the sound of rapping children 
aimed to boost self-esteem. Feedback was instant with words like: ‘Awesome’, ‘Fantastic’  
‘Brilliant’ and that included  teachers and parents too. School children also received a book 
signed by the authors. Christina now wants to roll this model out across other areas. 

The fest in pictures below: 
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